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SMALL TALK OR PREJUDICES 
land- I usually stay out of any discussion of the Rembrandt, Hals, Vermeer, Vandyke, and what have 





professional status of planners and of registration 
for the profession but I'm beginning to slip. I my 
not be too sure of what makes a good planner but I 
do know what makes a faker. I think that we have 4 
responsibility to protect the public from fraud. In 


you. What.bothers me is what sort of dual standard 
approves old-master-collecting-salaries in private 
business and stands hitched for $12,000 for the chief 
executive of the city. The citizens of this city 
are not the least unusual, of course, because you 


ed spite of its obvious shortcomings, registration of find it everywhere. By obvious steps, it shows why 
ui v- professional planners may help. we have such @ rush of planners going into the con- 
for i BeteQak's sulting business. 

Money talks. At léast it seems to be an effec- 5.T.0.P. 

ent, tive way of calling attention to the need for plan- Unless something is radically wrong with a 

ning. Take the replacement value of a city, of the medium or large city, the metropolitan population 

houses, stores, factories, of the schools, hospitals, will double within the next 45 or 50 years. Make 

e. churches, of the streets, railroads, sewers, util- it 45 years - say by the year 2000. The population 

ities, and so on. For a city of 100,000 population of the world is doubling faster than that, the pop- 

the this would be on the order of $500 million. If by ulation of the United States is growing that fast, 

good planning we were able to make only a 1 per cent the population of metropolitan areas is increasing 

Cea improvement over conditions resulting from no plan- faster. So a double metropolitan population for 

55-32) ning (which is really bad planning), we should have any particular city can be assumed as just a matter 

mde a $5 million contribution - enough to finance of course. In 1950 there were 14 metropolitan areas 

a liberal planning budget for many years. with a million or greater population; in 2000 we can 

ble. $.7.0.P. count on having 34. of these giant agglomerations. 

It sometimes seems to me that one of the greatest The point of this observation, however, is not 

enemies of planning is zoning. Not bad zoning, al- the number of great cities in this nation but is 

though there is more than enough of that, but all how we might use this fact of doubled population 

zoning. This is because the efforts of most planning in our planning. We should accept it as inevitable 

staffs are so preempted by fiddling with the zoning and base our long-range metropolitan plans on the 

ordinance that there is little time left for doing fact. We continue our current analysis of population 

anything else. We aren't out of kindergarten yet growth to see how fast we are moving toward the 

when it comes to writing the kind of self-regulating doubled mark, because it is quite certain that in 

zoning ordinance we should have. many portions of metropolitan regions and in some 

, yi S.T.0.P. entire regions we will beat the target date by as 

2 I was talking to the members of a newly formed much as 25 or 30 years. But the information we get 

metropolitan planning commission. They asked me from watching the speed of growth should have no 

be what salary they should pay a director. I said effect on the plans themselves - only on the rate 
$15,000. "Why, that's $3,000 more than we pay our at which they are carried out. 

mayor!" one commissioner said. Now this city has For example: you estimate that a doubled pop- 

an annual budget of around $75 million. I think ulation requires an increase of 125 to 150 per cent 

there is only one local corporation that has a budget in the amount of water pumped. That, in briefest 

3 5 comparable to the municipal budget, although such form, is the water supply plan for the 100 per cent 

gS operations are difficult to compare. One of the population increase. Then by watching current 

y executives of this corporation (not the top one) is pumpage, current capacity, and population growth 


uy 





renowned for his collection of Dutch paintings - 


you know when to come forth and say: Now is the 
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S.T.0.P. - continued 


time to start if we ar> going to have enough water 
when we need it. 

Which reminds me of the best definition of 
planning that I have heard: planning is intelligent 
cooperation with the inevitable. It seems to me there 
is nothing quite as inevitable as population. (DOH) 


MORE FEDERAL PLANNING AID 


An additional $2 million has been appropriated 
by Congress for the program of federal planning aid 
to small commmities and to metropolitan and regional 
areas. The $2 million appropriated this year is in 
addition to $1 million appropriated in 1954. The 
program is authorized in the Housing Act of 1954. 

By mid-July, seven planning grants had been 

pproved by the Urban Renewal Administration since 

he program was started. The first was made to the 

hode Island Development Council for a study of ways 
to reduce storm and hurricane damage to communities 
along the state's shoreline. Three grants are for 
pla ¢ assistance to small municipalities by the 
state planning agencies in Tennessee, Alabama, and 
New Hampshire. The three other grants have been 
made to assist in preparing or modernizing the 
general plans for the metropolitan areas of Atlanta, 
Little Rock, and Detroit. 


RENEWAL MAPPING SERVICE 


A new mapping service, especially to assist 
cities in preparing workable programs for urban 
renewal, has been developed by the Sanborn Map 
Company. In addition to the basic data included 
on its land use maps, the company will, during per- 
iodic field inspections, gather additional inforn- 
ation required for a workable program submission. 

The new service may be added to that already 
contracted for or may be an entirely new service for 
planning agencies, cities that do not have paid plan- 
ning staffs, neighborhood organizations, and others. 

Sanborn will have an exhibit at the ASPO Con- 
ference in Montreal, where representatives will 
answer inquiries. 


PENNSYLVANIA PLANNING REORGANIZED 


The Pennsylvania State Planning Board has bee, 
made an advisory board directly responsible to the 
governor and a new Bureau of Community Development 
has been set up within the Department of Commerce 
under a reorganization plan approved by the state 
legislature. The state planning board formerly wag 
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce 
with departmental board status. 

The new bureau is responsible for consulting 
on and stimulating municipal, county, and regiona] 
planning, for administration of the federal urbap 
planning assistance program, and fcr administratig, 
of the state's housing and redevelopment prograns, 

The planning board is responsible for the long. 


term development program of all mjor state improve. @ 
ment projects, for the economic and physical develop. § 


ment of the state, and the conservation of its natura] 
resources, as well as other state level planning 
activities. 


Under the new set-up, Francis A. Pitkin, wh . 


formerly headed up the planning board, has been 
named director of the community development bureay 


and is also serving as consultant to the planning ff 


board. 


CHANGES IN STATE PLANNING AGENCIES 


Oklahoma has a new state planning agency with 
full departmental status as the result of 1955 leg. 
islation and Montana and Minnesota legislative actia 
has alse resulted in changes in planning activities, 

The new Oklahoma Department of Commerce anj 
Industry, which replaces the Division of State 
and Industrial Planning in the State Planning and 
Resources Board, is under the direct control and 
supervision of the governor. It will give plamin 
assistance to localities and is responsible for 
coordinating activities that promote the economic 
development of the state. 

Montana appropriated $50,000 for two years to 
set up an industrial development program under the 
Montana State Planning Board. 

Minnesota made the state's Department of Business 
Development a part of the new Department of Commerce, 





Virgin Islands Planning Board 
Walter J. Reed, Chairman 


Eduardo Barafiano, Consultant 





MASTER PLAN 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands -- 


Award winning plan by Eduardo 
Baranano, 1954 International 
Exhibit on Planning and Archi- 
tecture, held in Cuba. 
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New Urban Developments 
Tourist Estates 
Extension of the Town 
Reforestation Areas 
Agriculture 
Recreational Beaches 


Beaches in Need of 
Improvement 
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PLANNING w45o_S 


Birmingham, Alabama, which has no subdivision 
regulations because its planning board had no legal 
powers to adopt them, soon will have an official 
planning commission with such powers. The official 
commission, to be set up under state law, will replace 
the planning board, an advisory body only. The new 
commission will draw up @ master plan, adopt sub- 
division regulations, and consider extending planning 
jurisdiction five miles beyond the city limits. 





The Morris County, New Jersey, Planning Board 
has proposed a system of parks that would make it 
possible to hike or ride through the entire county 
without ever leaving a park or recreation area. 
The system would consist of large parks connected 
by strips of parks along streams or on ridges, which 
would have hiking trails, bicycle trails, bridle 
paths, and in some cases parkways. 





Cleveland's mayor has started legal machinery 
rolling to put an $8 million bond issue on the Novem- 
per ballot that would tie in with expected shipping 
increases when the St. Lawrence Seaway is completed. 
The money would be used for land-fill to create new 
lake frmt for docks to handle the shipping increases. 


Houston will have the country's first monorail 
line - a half-mile pilot project for which ground 
was to be broken in mid-July. The $50,000 line will 
have diesel powered, gyroscope balanced cars that 
will travel at 60 miles per hour on a single rail 
30 feet above ground. Sponsors of the Houstm line 
are reported to be forming a company to put up sub- 
urban lines if Houston approves the monorail system. 


New or reconstructed signs within 200 feet of 
New York's Brooklyn Bridge have been banned by the 
city planning commission. The commission first 
designated the bridge as a "principal route" and then 
applied to it a section of the zoning resolution pro- 
hibiting signs within 200 feet of "principal routes." 


The Cleveland area will have what is claimed 
to be the first suburban passenger helistop between 
the east and west coasts. Construction of the heli- 
stop, near suburban Shaker Heights, was to start in 
early July. The city council authorized a two-year 
temporary permit for the operators of the service. 


PILOT TRANSPORTATION STUDY 


The National Committee on Urban Transportation 
soon will select cities for a pilot study to test 
the usefulness of a set of manuals that has been 
developed to analyze urban transportation problems. 

The manuals have been developed by nine sub- 
committees of the national committee, which is made 
up of representatives of ASPO, the American Municipal 
Association, American Public Works Association, 
International City Managers' Association, Municipal 
Finance Officers Association, and the National 
Institute of Municipal Law Officers. 





MONTREAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 


PRELIMINARY PROGRAMS for the 1955 Annual Planning 
Conference have been sent to all members. 
With the program are cards that should be 
filled in now. 


HOTEL RESERVATIONS should be made immediately 
on the reservation form. 


REGISTRATION at the conference will be speeded 
up if members will return to ASPO the white 
card indicating whether you plan to attend. 
Badges and permanent registration cards will 
be ready and can be picked up without waiting 
at the registration desk in Montreal if the 
advance registration card is sent in. 


MONDAY LUNCHEON reservations should be checked 
on the card, since ASPO mst notify the hotel 
in advance of how many plan to attend. 


TOUR arrangements depend on how many people plan | 
to go, so check the card if you do. 


THE SUNDAY EVENING SESSION should also be checked. 
CUSTOM REGULATIONS are covered in the blue pan- 
phlet. Be sure to keep it for your trip. 


An effort is being made to arrange for attendance 
in Montreal synagogues for those members who 
wish to attend services on Monday, the 26th. 











JOB MARKET SESSION 


Employers and job-seekers are reminded that 
ASPO will again hold a job market session at the 
Annual Planning Conference in Montreal. 


EMPLOYERS who have job openings and want them 
considered at the job market session should 
send to ASPO in advance of the conference 
the position title, salary, and educational 
and experience requirements for each job 
opening. They should also indicate what staff 
member will be present at the conference for 
personal interviews with prospective employees 
or the person to whom applications should 
be sent. A list of all positions of which 
ASPO is notified will be distributed at the 
job market session. Employers will also have 
an opportunity to mike brief statements. 


JOB-SEEKERS should bring with them to the session 
copies of a summary of their qualifications 
that may be given to prospective employers. 


last year's job mrket session was attended 
by nearly 400 persons and more than 90 jobs were 
considered, 70 of which were listed with ASPO 
in advance. 
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LEGISLATION ADOPTED 


RHODE ISLAND 

Constitutional Amendment for Redevelopment. Spe- 
cifically permits urban redevelopment, declaring 
clearance, replanning, redevelopment, rehabilitation, 
and improvement of blighted and substandard areas 
as public uses for which the power of eminent domain 
may be exercised, tax monies and other public funds 
expended, and public credit pledged. Voters ratified 
the amendment 2 to 1 in a special July election. 





ONTARTO, CANADA 

Planning Act, 1955 (a complete consolidation and 
revision of previous planning acts). Includes 
revisions and additions of definitions such as those 
for "joint planning area" and "official plan." New 
provisions for subdivision control include one that 
provides that the adequacy of school sites must be 
considered by the Minister of Planning and Develop- 
ment in the draft of a subdivision plan. Another 
removes the limitations on the amount of land that 
the Minister may require to be dedicated for highway 
purposes on approval of a plan for a subdivision. 
Most of the revisions are minor. 





The Municipal Act (amendments). Permits, for the 
first time, off-street parking authorities. Also 
permits cities to cooperate in setting up joint 
public parks and gives additional cammtrol over such 
problems as garbage disposal and automobile wrecking 
yards. Legislates on nonconforming uses, parking 
lots, land subject to flooding, road closings, etc. 





M.1.T. PLANNING FELLOWSHIP 


A research fellowship of up to $2,500 in the 
School of Architecture and Planning at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology has been set up by the firm 
of Voorhees, Walker, Smith and Smith. It is to be 
awarded to a graduate student in the Department of 
Architecture or the Department of City and Regional 
Planning who submits an acceptable program of research 
in the general field of neighborhood needs and plan- 
ning. Proposals should be addressed to Dean Pietro 
Belluschi, M. I. T., Cambridge 39, Massachusetts. 





ORGANIZING FOR URBAN RENEWAL 


How selected cities that have already started 
on their urban renewal programs have organized 
for administration of them is covered in the 
July PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Report 
No. 76, titled Administrative Organization for 
Urban Renewal in Selected Cities. 

The role of the planning agency in urban 
renewal is given special attention in the report. 
The information in the report is from replies 
to questionnaires sent to cities known to have 
renewal programs started. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is one of ASPO's 
special subscription services, available for an 
annual fee. Inquiry service is also offered to 
PAS subscribers. Rates are available on request. 

















READERS COMMENT 


"I believe the public can and will support th 
kind of big thinking that produced the mltiple-uge 
developments of natural resources in the Tennesgeg 
Valley, and in the Great West - especially if that 
big thinking is applied to such big projects ag 
turnpikes and expressways. 

"As it's now being built, the Kentucky Turnpike 
is a 30-mile limited access road from Louisville 
southward to Elizabethtown. A wonderful traffic 
artery but being built single-mindedly with only 
one purpose - moving traffic. It has one stretch 
eight miles long, absolutely straight - evidence ¢ 
the slide rule mind at work - regardless of contours, 
property lines, the necessity for visual variety, ¢ 
the resulting uneconomic division of farm lands, 

"I believe the public will support a prograg} 
that can convert these giant and expensive jobs 
into miltiple-benefit projects so that rights-of-way 
can be wide enough to provide park lands, accessibk & 
from the countryside; so that the drainage ditches 
can be expanded into giant retention ponds where it's 
necessary to control flash floods in the neighborhooj 
(all too often caused or intensified by expressvwy § 
construction); and so these retention ponds can bk 
utilized at a water level sufficient to provide fish. 
ing, boating, and other recreational benefits. 

"Even if this means getting into the knotty 
field of excess condemnation, I believe there will 
be public support of it." 

Grady Clay, Louisville Courier Journal, 
Before the American Planning and 
Civic Association, May, 1955 


BETTMAN PLANNING SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Alfred Bettman Foundation has announce 
the establishment of two scholarships for students 
interested in city planning. 

One scholarship, for $1,200, is for study at 
Harvard University and the other at a university of 
the winner's choice. Application for the scholarship 
at Harvard should be made to the chairman of th 
Department of City Planning and Landscape Archite- 
ture. Application for a scholarship to a school 
choice should be made to the head of the plamig 
school of that university. 


SHORT COURSE IN URBAN PLANNING 


A short course in urban planning, sponsored 
the Regional Committee on City Planning of tk 
Southern Regional Education Board, will be helds 
Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Septeme 
6 to 17. 

The course will include discussion groups @ 
such subjects as planning legislation, zoning, 
transportation and circulation, urban renewal, basi 
planning studies, and long-range programming of publit 
works. There will also be laboratory projects, fieli 
trips, and clinics on planning problems. 

Enrollment will be limited to about 20 persm@s. 
Applications and inquiries should be sent toC.h 
Taylor, Director, Short Courses and Conferemé, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta. 
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GOLF COURSES 


In many areas of the United States, golf 
courses are being taken over for housing 
developments or are being acquired for ex- 
pressways and other public projects. 

Only 15 per cent of the total number of 
courses are municipally owned, according to 
the National Golf Foundation. However, more 
than 40 per cent of the country's golfers play 
on municipal courses. 

Of the total of 5,056 courses, 765 are 
municipally owned; 1,321, or 26 per cent, are 
privately owned but open to the public; and 
2,970, or 59 per cent, are private ones open 
only to members. 

More than 1.2 million golfers play on 
the mmicipal courses as compared with 898,200, 
or 28 per cent, on semi-private courses, and 
1 millim, or 32 per cent, on private courses. 

Photo: National Golf Foundation 





EVENING COURSES IN PLANNING 


Only a handful of colleges and universities in 
the United States are offering night classes in 
planning, although the 1955-1956 school year will 
see the addition of three schools to the list of 
those that do. 

Out of 78 replies to a questionnaire on the 
subject sent out by ASPO to colleges and universities 
in the United States and Canada, only 15 said they 
would have night or late afternoon classes in plaming 
and related subjects during the coming school year. 
One of the schools is in Canada; one in Puerto Rico. 

Five schools in the east will offer night classes 
this year: American University, Washington; Boston 
University; Columbia University in New York City; 
New York University, New York City; and the University 
of Pennsylvania. Columbia is the only school in the 
east where it is possible to get a planning degree 
by attending night classes only. 

In the middle west, the University of Chicago; 
Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago; University 
of Kansas City; Michigan State College, East Lansing; 
Roosevelt University, Chicago; and Wayne University 
in Detroit will all offer night or late afternoon 
planning classes. Night classes at I.I.T., the 
University of Kansas City, and Wayne are new this 
year. Only the University of Kansas City offers a 
night school course in planning in which it is 
possible to get a degree without attending day 
sessions. 

The University of California will offer night 
classes in planning, some of which will be given in 
Berkeley, some in Sacramento, and others in Concord 
and San Francisco. Night classes also will be offered 
at the University of Southern California. 

The University of Puerto Rico, in Rio Piedras, 
will offer at least one night class in planning and 
the University of Toronto will have a lecture course 
in planning duririg the winter semester. 

Several schools that returned the questionnaire 
Said that night classes may be given if there is 
sufficient demand for them. 


<2 Rd 


TWO MORE SCHOOLS OFFER PLANNING DEGREES 


Curricula leading to master's degrees in planning 
will be offered for the first time during the 1955- 
1956 academic year at the University of Southern 
California and the University of Kansas City. 

The University of Southern California will 
award a master of science degree in city and regional 
plaming upon completion of at least one year of 
graduate study. The new degree will be awarded 
jointly by the School of Architecture and the School 
of Public Administration. A four-year bachelor's 
degree is required for candidacy for the course. 

A master of arts degree in city planning will 
be given by the University of Kansas City after 
completion of pre-professional and core studies, six 
hours of electives, and a full-time, six-month intern- 
ship in a planning office. 





ZONING LITIGATION INCREASING 

Zoning litigation in the United States is 
on the increase. Interestingly enough, not all 
questions have been decided. The result is that 
important decisions continue to be rendered 
dealing with undetermined problems, affirming 
earlier decisions, or in some cases taking an 
opposite viewpoint from what had been considered 
the weight of authority. 

The July issue of ZONING DIGEST, published 
monthly by ASPO, summarizes a case holding that 
a state highway authority is not bound by a lo- 
cal zoning authority. Query: Does state zoning 
legislation need revision to specifically meet 
this situation? A number of decisions in the 
issue deal with nonconforming uses, Is a med- 
ical office a hospital? May a city, through 
zoning, freeze the value of property that it 
plans to acquire in the future? Does one acquire 
a@ vested right through zoning? What is an 
aggrieved person? All of these questions are 
answered in the July issue of ZONING DIGEST. 














PERSONALS 


JEAN ELBERT BARIL, who has been with the Miami City 
Planning Board staff since 1953, has been made head 
of the long-range planning section of the staff. 


HARRY BOND, who has been in Azusa, California, is 
the new city planner in Glendora, California. 


WILLIAM S. BONNER, who has been assistant professor 
and director of the city planning division of the 
University of Arkansas, has been made an associate 
professor. 


THOMAS R. BURLEIGH has left the Paducah, Kentucky 
Planning and Zoning Commission to accept the position 
of planning director of the City Planning Commission 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

T. E. CHENOWETH, formerly city manager of Hutchinson, 
Kansas, is city manager in St. Louis Park, Minnesota. 


,;OBERT CLERK has been named senior planner and TOM 
MAINEY and TERRY SPRENKEL assistant planners with 
the Westchester County, New York, Department of 
Planning. 

MRS. NEAL DIEPE' assistant planner with the 
Paterson, New Jersey planning board until late in 
1954, has been appointed a member of the Fair Lawn, 
New Jersey Planning Advisory Committee. 

JACQUES DU BOIS, formerly planning technician with 
the San Leandro, California, Planning Department, 
has been appointed assistant planner for San Leandro. 


EDWARD G. ECHEVERRIA, formerly senior planner with 
Mayer & Whittlesey, is now at the Instituto de 
Credito Territorial in Bogoté, Columbia. 


AM R. EWALD, JR., for the past four years assist- 
ant manager of the Baltimore Association of Commerce's 
new industry program, is now serving as chief of 
the newly formed Industrial Commission of the State 
of Arkansas. WILLIAM P. ROCK, manager of the new 
industry program, has been named executive secretary 
of the Arkansas Industrial Development Commission. 
HEINZ FENICHEL, recent graduate in planning from the 
University of Califa@rnia, has accepted the position 
of assistant town planner with the firm of Town 
Planning Consultants, Ltd., Toronto, Canada. 


JARVIS M. FINLEY, formerly of Tacoma, Washington, 
has accepted the position of planner in Austin, Texas. 


VICTOR FISCHER is resigning as planning director of 
the city of Anchorage, Alaska as of August 15 to 
form a planning consulting practice under the firm 
name of Alaska Planning Associates. 

A. C. HALL, JR., has been appointed acting planning 
director for Raleigh, North Carolina and ROBERT W. 
SILER, JR., has been promoted to senior planner. 


DESMOND HEAP, comptroller and solicitor of London, 


¢ 


has been elected president of the Town Planning 
Institute for 1955-56 to take office in November, 


J. LISTER HOLMES, Seattle, a former member of the 
ASPO board of directors and a former chairmén of th 
Seattle Plan Commission, was made a fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects this year for hig 
achievements in design and for his public service, 


HAROLD T. LETSON is resigning as director of county 
planning for the Middlesex County Planning Board iy 
New Brunswick, New Jersey and on September 1 wil) 
become staff planner with the division of fielg 
studies and research at Rutgers University. 


L. DONALD LUEBBE, graduate of the Pennsylvania State 


School of Landscape Architecture, has been appointej 
junior planner with the Rockland County Planning 
Board in New City, New York. 


WILLIAM LUNDBERG has been appointed planning director 
for the Macon-Bibb County, Georgia, Planning and 
Zoning Commission. He was formerly planning engineer 
for the city of St. Petersburg, Florida. 


FRANK McCHESNEY has been named associate planner 
with the King County Planning Commission in Seattle, 
ROBERT E. MERRIAM, former member of the ASPO staff, 
who was a candidate for mayor of Chicago in the 19% 
election, has been appointed assistant to the director 
of the federal budget in Washington. 


MARTIN MEYERSON, associate professor in the School 
of City and Land Planning at the University of 
Pennsylvania, has been elected to the board of direc- 
tors of the Philadelphia Citizens' Council on City 
Planning. 
as director of research for ACTION. 


landscape architect with the Los Angeles City Plannin 
Department to become associated with the engineerin 


firm of Voorheis-Trindel in Van Nuys, California. 


SHERWOOD REEDER, formerly director of the Cincinnati 
Metropolitan Plan Commission and a member of the ASPO 
board of directors from 1950 to 1953, has been 
appointed city manager of Norfolk, Virginia. Inmme- 
diately prior to this appointment Mr. Reeder was 
president of the Pennsylvania Economy League. 


KEN SCHROETER has resigned as city planner for Bangor, 
Maine effective July 1 and will spend eight montis 
in travel and study in Europe on a fellowship fra 
Columbia University's School of Architecture. 


C. EDWARD SWANSON, who has been assisting in the 
development of the master plan for Bloomington, 
Illinois, has been appointed director of planning 
for the city of San Angelo, Texas. 


GLEN WADE has been appointed city administratar of 
the city of Chula Vista, California. 





He is on leave from the wniversity to serve | 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Poles and Wires of Public Utility. 
Utility Need Not Paint Poles Erected before Appli- 


Airport: Public 











cation of Federal Law. 

La Com ve. Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 
District Court of Appeal, California, Apr. 4, 1955, 
281 P.2d 894. 

Plaintiff La Com brought suit against the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company for damages. La Com was 
injured when the airplane he was flying apparently 
became entangled in the wires of defendant company. 
It was claimed that the defendant company had failed 
to paint its poles in colors of alternate white and 
orange in accordance with federal regulations. 

In affirming the decision of the lower court, 
which had dismissed plaintiff's suit, the Court of 
Appeal said that any aircraft flying over the land 
and structures on the land of another is a trespasser. 
So long as the flying does not interfere unreasonably 
with the enjoyment of the property, it is privileged. 
The court said that the rule of the federal authori- 
ties that the poles should be painted alternate white 
and orange was applicable to those poles erected after 
the rule was in effect. ."To require the company to 
expend its own funds for marking the poles previously 
erected would be a taking of property without due 
process of law. It would be just as reasonable to 
say that the owner of a tall building would be con- 
pelled to remove it at his own expense for the 
benefit of the airport and air traffic." 

One justice dissented, saying "the opinion in 
this case applies horse-and-buggy law to the air- 
plane age." The case had been dismissed in the court 
below on the filing of a demurrer. The dissenting 
justice, in his opinion, pointed out that the con- 
plaint alleged that the power lines were "on the 
east border of the San Francisco Bay Airport and on 
the landing approach thereto." Apparently the lines 
were constructed on high towers. The dissenting 
justice also pointed out that the complaint alleged 
the accident to have happened "after the hour of 
sunset,” while the majority had placed the accident 
during daylight. The dissenting justice said further 
that all property is held subject to reasonable 
police regulation for the protection of the public 
and that the simple requirements for painting and 
lighting structures that are so near to an airfield 
as to constitute a danger (when unmarked and un- 
lighted) to airplanes using the field, would not 
constitute an unreasonable regulation: "To compare 
this to a requirement that a man tear down a high 
building is to disregard the elementary distinction 
between regulation that is reasmable and that which 
is unreasonable." 





Highway Relocation Does Not Result in Legal Damages. 





State exrel. Merritt etal. v. Linzell, Supreme 
Court of Ohio, Apr. 13, 1955, 126 N.B.ad 53. 

The state highway department of Ohio relocated 
& portion of U.S. Highway No. 50 in Rome Township, 
Athens County, Ohio for approximately five miles. 

Relators are the owners of a parcel of property 
The abandoned 


on the abandoned portion of U.S. 50. 








portion will become a county highway and will be 
connected to the new U.S. highway. Relators' prop- 
erty had been developed with a restaurant, a gaso- 
line station, etc. Relators claimed damsges because 
of the relocation of the highway, asserting that the 
property had been appropriated for public purposes. 

The Supreme Court held that relators were not 
entitled to dansges. 


Airports: Airline Trespass May Be Enjoined by State 
Court. Low Flying May Constitute Taking of Property. 
Gardner v. County of Allegheny, Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania, May 23, 1955, 114 A.2d 491. 
Plaintiffs are the owners of properties located 
about 1,000 feet from the northeast end of the 
northeast-southwest runway of the Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport. Their property was purcl#sed prior to the 
establishment of the airport. Plaintiffs comlained 
that in landing upon and taking off from the airport, 
planes descend or ascend below the floor of the navi- 
gable air space and about 15 to 30 feet above the 
chimeys of their respective houses. They complained 
that the airlines have repeatedly trespassed over 
their properties. Plaintiffs sought an injunction 
restraining all commercial airliners from flying over 
their properties below the floor of the navigable 
air space and also sought payment of the present fair 








market value of their respective properties, as if 


there were no air operations at the airport, because 
of the taking of their properties. 

The minimum floor of the navigable air space is 
500 feet above the ground in rural areas and 1,000 
feet in congested areas. The regulations of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board do not, however, establish 
definite heights for’ take-offs and landings. 

Two principal questions were considered: Do 
the state -courts in equity have the right to enjoin 
a trespass of this nature and second, does the court 
of equity have the right to establish the value of 
property that has been expropriated? In a lengthy 
decision, with varying opinions, a majority of the 
court held that a state court has the right to enjoin 
a trespass of this nature but that a court of equity 
cannot determine damages for a taking of property. 


Subdivision: Resubdivision Approved by Planning 
Commission May Not Violate Private Restrictions. 
Restrictive Covenants. 

Witte ve. Sebastian, Court of Civil Appeals of 
Texas, Nov. 30, 1953, 278 S.W.2d 200. 

This is primarily a case involving restrictive 
covenants. Appellant purchased a subdivision lot 
that was restricted to a single dwelling. He re- 
subdivided the lot into three parcels, apparently 
submitting the resubdivision to the city planning 
commission, which approved it. The city planning 
commission of Dallas does not give notice to adjacent 
property owners of a proposed resubdivision. 

The court held the restrictions to be valid and 
binding. It was pointed out that in approving the 
resubdivision, the city planning commission only 
meant that it cmfarmed to zming requirements. 
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planning bookshelf 





Publications listed on this page are available from 
the publishers; not from ASPO. They represent only a 
fraction of themore than 600 that ASPO gets monthly. 


EXPERIENCE IN URBAN REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT. By Leo 
Grebler. Columbia University Press, 2950 Broadway, 
New York 27. 1955. 277 pp., charts, tables. $9. 

An interim report based on research of New York 
City properties. Its purpose is to establish a 
factual record of the operating and investment 
experience in income producing real estate in order 
to improve public and private decisions affecting 
the development and management of real estate as a 
national resource. 


HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. Edited by Burnham 
Kelly. School of Architecture and Planning, Mass- 
achusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 161 
pp., mimeo. 

The report of a conference on economic devel- 
opment and housing abroad which sought to answer the 
question of what the proper role is for physical 
planners in a sound development plan. The Albert 
Farwell Bemis Foundation sponsored the conference 
at M.I.T. in the spring of 1953. 


THE TAXATION OF MOBILE HOMES. By Richard D. Duke, 
assisted by Avery A. Haak. Research Report No. le, 
Bureau of Business Research, School of Business and 
Public Service, Michigan State College, East Lansing, 
Michigan. December 1954. 38 pp. $1. 

This study considers the trailer a prefabricated 
dwelling rather than a vehicle and concludes that 
the fee system is incompatible with existing forms 
of taxation applied to other types of dwellings. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY OF MONTGOMERY AND PRINCE GEORGES 
COUNTIES, MARYLAND. Prepared by Homer Hoyt Associ- 
ates, Washington, D. C. Available from the Maryland- 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, 8500 
Colesville Road, Silver Spring, Maryland. January 
1955. 309 pp., illus., maps, charts. $4.05 

A truly monumental compendium of information. 


STATE OFFICE OF PLANNING FOR CALIFORNIA. Report 
of the Subcommittee on County and Community Plamning. 
Published by the Assembly of the State of California, 
State Capitol, Sacramento; Arthur A. Ohnimus, Chief 
Clerk of the Assembly. April 1955. 111 pp. 

A MASTER PLAN OF HIGHWAYS FOR MADISON, WISCONSIN. 
Madison City Plan Commission. Available from City 
of Madison Purchasing Department, City Hall, Madi- 
son 3. March 1955. 32 pp., maps. $1. 

REES FOR ANCHORAGE. City Planning Commis- 

O. Box 400, Anchorage, Alaska; Victor 
Planning Director. May 1955. 28 pp., 
ilius. $1. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Planning and Zoning Association. 
Executive Secretary, P. 0. 

Florida. 76 pp., mimeo. $3. 


Florida 
Fred H. Bair, Jr., 
Box 783, Auburndale, 
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CROWDED STREETS. A Symposium on Public Trans porta. 
tion. Technical Bulletin No. 26, Urban Land Insti. 
tute, 1737 K Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.5 May 
S. Wehrly, Director. June 1955.° 78 pp., illus. $, 

A collection of the eight essays given awarg 
in the recent Urban Land Institute competition fy 
solution of public transit problems. 


ACTIVITIES OF 1954. Committee on Right -of-Way 
American Association of State Highway Officials, 
Available from David R. Levin, Bureau of Publi, 
Roads, Washington 25, D.C. Unpaged. 

Papers presented at the 40th annual conventig, 
in 1954, primarily on the problem of land velues, 
They contain several discussions of how such valvye 
are arrived at for right-of-way purposes ands 
comprehensive report on methods of determining th 
economic effect of expressways on nearby property, 


PALO ALTO INTERIM GENERAL PLAN. Palo Alto Planniy 
Commission; Elton R. Andrews, Planning Officer, 
Available from Palo Alto Commercial Department, Cit; 
Hall, 1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto, California. 1955, 
99 pp., illus. $1.25 (plan only, 25 cents). 


GUIDE FOR GROWTH. Part-II, Elements of the Plan, 
West Linn City Plaming Commission, City Hall, West 
Linn, Oregon; Cyrus Nims, City Planner. Februar 
1955. 73 pp., mimeo., maps. $1. 


HANDY HEIGHTS PROJECT - A Slum Clearance and Urban 
Redevelopment Project. Florence Housing Authority, 
Florence, Alabama; William F. Baker, Executive 
Director; Arch R. Winter, Planning Consultant. 9 pp, 


POTRERO HILL NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT STUDY. Sa 
Francisco Department of City Planning, 100 Larkin 
Street, Civic Center, San Francisco 2. Paul Opper- 
mann, Director of Planning. 1955. 32 pp., illus. 


REDEVELOPMENT FOR INDUSTRIAL USE. Technical Bulle- 
tin No. 25. Urban Land Institute, 1737 K Street NW, 
Washington 6, D. C.3; Max S. Wehrly, Director. My 
1955. 32 pp., illus. $3. 


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 


Capital Program 1955-1960. Philadelphia City Pla § 
ning Commission, Market Street National Bank Buili- 
ing, Philadelphia; Edmund N. Baca, Executive Dir- 
ector. 175 pp., illus. 





1955-1960 Capital Improvement Program. 
Planning Board, 1101 City Hall Annex, Boston §; 
Thomas E. McCormick, Director of Planning. January 
1955. 85 pp., illus. 


Boston City 








Photo credit lines in the July Newsletter, pages * 
and 55, were omitted in error in the final mke-w. 
The Vancouver photo was by courtesy of Photographie 
Survey Corporation and the St. Lawrence Seawy 
drawing by Ontario Hydro. 
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